
               UUCC GREEN SANCTUARY ACTION PLAN

Accreditation as a Green Sanctuary requires documented completion of at least twelve activities or projects 
spread over four Focus Areas.

Projects listed below are include our current activities. Please let us know if there is any thing that we have 
missed as we continue to plan for 2007!

Title Description Leaders 

At least 2 activities involving worship. Spiritual practices, and/or community celebration

Water 
Communion

In our annual water communion ceremony, participants 
in the UUCC community bring "sacred waters" to 
combine in a communal bowl.  The waters may come 
from home, or from faraway places, but always have 
sacred meaning to the person contributing them to the 
communion.  The communion itself represents many 
things -- among them, our coming together as a 
community from a diversity of places and life 
experiences; the awesome power of water; the purifying 
qualities of water.  The collected waters are used 
throughout the year in other sacred occasions -- as part 
of our child dedication services and UUCC weddings, 
for example.

Rev. Paige Getty

May Day 
Celebration

Need description…. Shelley Von Hagen-
Jamar?

Turning Circle 
Meetings?

 Need description…. Alex Cauthen-Zach?

UU Pilgrimage 
Day

Need description….

UU Solstice 
Services

Need description….

At least 2 religious education programs, one for children and one for adults

Sunday Forums

Held once per month, September through May, UUCC 
hosts guest speakers to discuss various topics of 
interest. The GSC will nominate at least one 
environment related topic per year.

Tom Fulda
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Children’s RE

In each grade level, at least one class per year will be 
dedicated to an environmental theme each year. (The 
2007 environment related classes will be dedicated to 
water addressing issues such as water pollution and 
access to water as a basic human right.)
In addition the Second Grade class curriculum focuses 
on the interconnected web of life.

Ann Seed

UUCC Hosts the 
UUSJ Film 
Series?

This adult film series will feature films related to the 
environmental focus that the EAC has adopted each 
year. In conjunction with the 2007 water theme, we will 
be showing, “Thirst” and “It’s out water damit”.

Trish Steinhilber

Adult Education

The GSC will submit a monthly article to be featured in 
the UUCC printed newsletter, The Link. Each article 
will focus on tips to implement environmentally 
conscious living into ones own life. 

Wolfger Schnieder / 
Earth Matters

At least 2 activities addressing environmental justice issues, at least one of which will be a major 
on-going activity in collaboration with another congregation or organization to address an issue 

in our community or in the world.

UUCC Water 
Project: 
Defending Right 
to Water

(Need more concrete description of plans here….)The 
project has various elements – RE: awareness educating 
UU’s about the right to water; being water wise in the 
use of water (water audits); Environmental Justice: 
Advocacy – to World Bank, UN regarding Darfur; to 
CA regarding Lake Elkhorn; Sustainable Living: water 
use at OBIC and residences; water use in neighboring 
businesses in Owen Brown Village Center and in larger 
community

Jim Caldiero

Fair Trade Sales
We have switched to selling and serving only 
coffee…..(need more info) Lauren Haywood

At least 4 activities covering elements of sustainable living, including at least 1 energy 
conservation action

Earth Matters New Description coming from Wolfger… Wolfger Schneider
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OBIC 
Landscaping

We have been landscaping the grounds around the 
building with plants native to Maryland to preserve the 
native genotypes and to act as a demonstration garden.  
Our building is used by 7 different congregations as 
well as by a neighborhood groups and private functions. 
We also are near a lake which receives runoff from the 
property.

We believe that by showing people that native species 
are attractive and available, they will be encouraged to 
grow them in their own yards.  Native species use less 
water, fertilizer and other chemicals to survive, and do 
net need to be transported from great distances, saving 
fuel, chemicals and water.

The congregation has helped with planting and 
maintaining the gardens and both the congregation 
sponsored daycare and our religious education classes 
have used them for study. The RE classes have planted 
bulbs, native strawberries and other perennials, studied 
the different seeds, and followed the life cycles of  
Monarch Butterflies.  

Ann Wing

CLEER 

UUCC along with Elkhorn Landing Community 
Association, Howard Property Management and 
other community associations have partnered to form 
CLEER (Committee for Lake Elkhorn 
Environmental Restoration). 

CLEER’s aim is to pressure the Columbia Association 
to develop and implement a watershed management 
plan for Lake Elkhorn to minimize the lake’s 
degradation and the frequency of dredging.  The plan 
should become a permanent part of CA’s activities and 
should include, but not necessarily be limited to, the 
removal of invasive plants around the lake and their 
replacement with native trees, shrubs and ground cover, 
and the dissemination and promotion of habitat 
management information to homeowners.

Elaine Pardoe

Patuxent Branch 
Trail Cleanup 

UUCC has volunteered to maintain a portion of the 
Patuxent Branch Trail. UUCC is responsible for a one
mile section of the trail and conducts regular litter 
cleanups. We also monitor the condition of the trail and 
report any hazardous conditions (such as hanging limbs, 
downed trees, or loose boards on bridges) or vandalism
to the Department of Recreation and Parks.  Twice per
year, we hold major work days on the trail; one on 
National Family Volunteer Day (November) and one in 
April.

Monica Fortner

At least 2 additional activities relating to the elements of your choice
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OBIC Facility 
Sustainability

Buying power through Greater Washington Interfaith 
Power and Light…replacing incandescent light bulbs 
with energy saving fluorescent light bulbs 
…environmentally safe cleaning products..

UUCC Recycling 
Program

(Need description)

Other Ideas…

Second Sunday
Outreach Offering 
(SSOO)

Could we propose to the SAC to do one of these dedicated to an 
environmental cause per year???
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